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The Wem Baptist Church youth house group which is called “Why Believe”
took part in a mission week to aid the ongoing work by the Spanish Gospel Mission
out in central Spain. The connection with the Spanish Gospel Mission (SGM) and in
particular the Pastor Jose Louis, his family and the church in Moral de Calatrava has
been building for some time. Jose Louis along with David and Helena Stevens (an
English couple who work for the SGM) have visited Shropshire to speak about their
work in Spain. The subject of a forthcoming week of evangelism in the town of Moral
came up and it the plan was hatched for the youth at WBC to go out and help the
church that week.

The Mission

Many months before the planned departure
date, the youth group, which had been

- narrowed down to 11 dedicated young
Christians (14-18) and three leaders from the
bible study house group, began to plan and
fund raise for their mission week in Spain.
During the build up the team took over a car
park in the middle of Wem to wash cars one
Saturday and raised £200 in that day alone.
With kind donations from the church and
from the FIEC the team needed only to fund £100 of their own money to reach the
financial target.




On the 20" July 2009 and after many emails and months and months of prayer the
group of 14 set off to fly out from Liverpool John Lennon airport. The easyjet flight
landed at Madrid and the team then took hire cars to reach the mission house in

_— Valdepenas, a two and a half
hour journey south from
Madrid. The mission house,
run by David and Jackie is
owned and run by the
Spanish Gospel Mission.
After a very long time in
renovation the large building
was opened up once again for
this occasion and we arrived
that Monday evening. The
week of evangelism not only
consisted of our group but a
group from Ireland and a
group from Spain called the “Puppeteers for Christ,” a group from the Basque
country who specialised in music, drama and puppets in order to spread the Good
News.

We arrived late on the Monday evening and after the evening meal we settled down
for the night. The next day allowed us to acclimatise and get to know our

o _w_,__u_'_:*“% surroundings. We planned the

week ahead and organised the

crafts for the evening events.
The proceeding four days
consisted primarily of working in
the mornings delivering leaflets
around the town of Moral de
Calatrava followed by evenings
in the town square doing music,
¢ songs and crafts with the
children. A stage was set in the
square along with a sound
system and various gazebos
and seats to accommodate the crafts. The Irish team who were staying for two
weeks worked for a number of other evangelical churches in the area and so it was
our team that took on the town of Moral ably guided by the church Pastor Jose Louis.
Our team spoke little Spanish, so we were expecting the language barrier to be
somewhat of a problem however Mario, a church member in Moral and a Romanian
by birth, came to our rescue, and with his excellent English, he smoothed the way for
the entire week. As the temperature rose each day the team easily got in to the
swing of the siesta in the afternoons which helped them catch up on some of the rest
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that they struggled to get during the very hot nights back at the mission house. Each
morning after breakfast the team got together for devotions.

The crafts took some organising as each
evening the team interacted with well over one hundred children of varying ages.
Over the week we saw God work in So many ways.

The numbers of children and families

that came to the 4 day event far

exceeded everyone’s expectations.
Many good conversations were had with parents and children alike about the Good
News of Jesus Christ and one young family came for the first time to the Sunday
service in Moral. The mission week as a whole was such a blessing to the group
and to the town of Moral de Calatrava. Our church in Wem has a much greater love
and understanding of the work the Spanish Gospel Mission has in that region. The
week was such a success in Moral that plans are afoot for a similar event next year
and possibly for years to come. To God be all the glory.
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Diary
(taken from the youth website www.wbcyoungpeople.co.uk)
Day 1

Well we made it. It's midnight and seems a long time since 9:00 this morning when
we left Wem. The Lord has answered our prayers as the journey was effortless. The
flight was on time if a little bumpy and we landed at Madrid early. How we made it
out of Madrid is another answer to prayer as | have never seen so many roads in my
life the poor sat nav looked like a plate of spaghetti. We made it to the mission
house for 8:30pm ready for supper which was in fact spaghetti. The Irish arrived
before us and our lot have got stuck in really well, introducing themselves and going
out into town with them they even taught them the oochy coochy song as you can
see from the pictures. The mission house is really nice and David, Helena, Jose
Louis and Noemi were all here to welcome us. The puppeteers for Christ arrived
later and we are slowly getting to know our way around. From a quick glance
Valdepenas seems about the size of Chester but need tomorrow to confirm that.
Temperature was 30 deg in Madrid but slowly rose all the way down. Tomorrow we
have breakfast at 9, devotions at 10, practice until lunch, siesta from 3 until 5 and
then more practice in the evening. Wednesday is when the event kicks off. Well
enough ‘ time for bed if | can get the lads to agree....... no chance.

More tomorrow

Day 2

Not sure what to say about today not quite as we expected, we are here to work but
today was the calm before the storm. In fact it was quite stormy today with high
winds which stopped us doing some door to door leaflet drops in Moral. After
breakfast we had devotions, which was good and then Jose Louis took the group to
the Valdepenas wine museum as this is a massive wine growing region. The crafts
were sorted out for the next four days and then it was lunch. After lunch we received
an invite to the town swimming pool in Moral. More fun was had and the water was
invitingly cool and refreshing. We got back to the mission house just in time for
supper, by the way the food is excellent and despite the fact that the cooker blew up
just before we all arrived the staff are doing a fantastic job. We all have jobs to in the
mission house including cleaning and washing up ours begin tomorrow. The team
practiced some songs for tomorrow and when the Irish team arrived back later our
gang got the whole mission house up on their feet to teach them oochy coochy and a
few others. Great day...God bless.

Day 3

Well what can we say about Wednesday, the truth is there is so much to tell.
Breakfast and devotions took place and the group are getting to grips with Jabez and
his prayer. We then went to the church in Moral with Jose Louis to help give out
food parcels to the poor and needy in Moral. This happens every Wednesday and it
use to be just to the Immigrant families however, the downturn in the economy has



had a significant impact in central Spain for the Spanish families, many of whom are
farmers. So over a hundred families turned up to receive the Gospel and some food.
The food is free from the EU food bank however, the UK has not signed up for this.
The group sang “Mighty to Save” during the service. It was a really interesting
morning. Speaking to Jose Louis it is difficult to understand and explain how hard it
is to get the Gospel into the minds let alone the hearts of the Spanish such is the
mindset of the Catholic people. However God is really blessing the work here in
Moral and their reputation is ever growing. As for the evening well | think the gang
are still on a high. We gave out leaflets in the evening and posted them through
letter boxes and under doors. Then we headed for the square to help set up. The
crowds gathered and then they gathered some more. Our young guys were the
centre of attention as something new to town with their T shirts on and there different
appearance. Well they took to it all like ducks to water. The numbers far exceeded
Jose Louis’ expectations and it was really good to see the guys doing crafts with all
the Spanish children and teaching them all the songs. Some of the crafts turned into
a massive scrum as the children fought to either get their faces painted or have
bracelets made. The puppeteers for Christ came on and did a show for a couple of
hours. Their show is excellent and their singing is amazing. All the families sat in
the square and listened to the Gospel, it was a great evening and we will have to do
it all again tomorrow.....praise the Lord.

Day 4

Today was a really interesting day for the team. The devotional time was a joint one
with the Spanish, the Irish and us and as the Irish put it....."it was crackin.” The
music was excellent as the Spanish puppeteers are such good musicians and
singers. And then Jose Louis the church pastor gave his testimony which was
translated by the Irish Pastor who spent 30 years in the Canary Islands and now sits
on the board of the SGM. Jose Louis’ testimony is amazing and once again goes to
prove God’s grace and love to each and every one of us is real and transforming.
Helena then took us off to the market in Valdepenas which allowed the group to get
a few bargains. After lunch and a very small siesta the team elected to go off to the
pool again. There the team met with a number of the children and young adults that
they had met the night before so it was fun and much needed in the heat. The car
was registering 43 deg today...ouch. More leaflet drops took place and the guys
finished the rest of the town today. We headed back to the square to set up the
crafts. The evening crafts are very popular, to be honest they seem a little too
popular and at times have the potential to turn into a rugby scrum or maybe a Next
Christmas sale. The lads are spending more time policing the cues at the moment.
As the puppeteers began, the face painting stopped and one Bulgarian mother let
loose with a torrent of abuse swiftly followed by a few male members of the family.
On hand was Mario who has helped throughout and speaks good English. He
stepped in and sorted it all out. More problems occurred throughout the evening with
some of the girls getting upset with a number of instances with the locals. The
microphones were playing up for the puppeteers and one of the dancers fell and
seriously hurt herself and had to be taken to the hospital in Valdepenas with a
damaged leg. The whole evening was an experience for all and after we cleared up
we got together as a team and prayed and talked about all that had occurred. We



have our prayer huddle now and as the devil did his work so did God and the team
came out stronger and more united than ever...Thank you Jesus.

Day 5

This experience, this week is such a blessing to us all. As leaders we are seeing the
effect the week and more importantly the effect God is having on the group’s lives,
as individuals and as a team. It is a privilege to serve God in this way. One
amendment to yesterdays comment. It was not a great experience for all yesterday,
the poor Spanish lady who fell on stage is walking about on crutches in a lot of pain.
The day began like any other, breakfast, devotions and then a visit to see the bank
manager who donated a number of gifts for the event to give out as prizes. So as
you can see from the pictures we could not miss a photo opportunity with the local
big wigs. Jose Louis and Mario then took us to the beautiful town of Al Magro which
| guess is the Spanish equivalent of Stratford Upon Avon. The town dates back to
the 16th century and the museum of theatre was very interesting. After a good
couple of hours looking around the town, we headed back for lunch. You can see
that they were starting to flag a bit. Not surprising the heat is disrupting our sleep
and we are on average getting to bed around 1:30 - 2:00 each night and up again at
8:00. They all opted for a full siesta today. The pool once again was calling and so
off we went to cool down for an hour. We got to the square early today. We got
started with the crafts earlier this time to help avoid the scrum and with some lessons
learnt from the past few days and with careful prayer the Lord blessed us with a
peaceful and enjoyable evening. The prayer of Jabez began to work quicker than
the group thought possible as Spanish youngsters began to come up to some and
ask about their faith and about church on Sunday. We know that Pastor Phil has
landed safely in Spain. One of the team has broken down en-route and will not
continue the rest of the way. We look forward to seeing them and pray for all them
and their safety. The evening went really well. The Irish whose day off it was came
to join in and we ended with our prayer huddle joined by Jose Louis and a number of
the Spanish team. Good night.

Day 6

Day 6, the last working day of the mission trip here in Spain. We can’t believe how
quick it has gone. If you are reading this as a parent of one of the group then allow
yourself a moment of pride in your son or daughter as we as leaders have done so
far. They are a great bunch it has to be said and it has been a pleasure to work
alongside them, they have grown in their faith, they have grown as a team, they have
worked hard when they have needed to work hard and they have had fun in the
process. Devotions took place at 10:30 and we learnt to sing a simple Spanish
worship song which we will no doubt subject the congregation to sometime in the
future. We had a chilled out morning as we waited for Phil and Steve to arrive. The
older girls set about doing a bible study with the younger ones whilst Mario, David
and Jose Louis took charge of the BBQ for us all here at the mission house. After
lunch we cleared up again and then took full advantage of the siesta. The heat and
the disrupted sleep is really starting to kick in. Phil and Steve arrived at 5pm and it
was great to see them. They looked tired, saddle sore, well Steve did and a little red
in the faces. Well it was 41 deg today so we took them down to the pool in Moral to



cool off. The last night of crafts etc. There was a wedding in the square at the
Catholic church as we were setting up. The guys and girls entertained the
youngsters with song and dance. It was a very good evening. lan the biker who
broke down on the French/Belgium border arrived in the square, amazing. We
ended with a massive Spanish English prayer huddle in the square. God has been
good.

Day 7

The Lord’s day...well, Phil, Steve and lan joined us for breakfast as they stayed in
Moral with Jose Louis and his family. 9:40 came and Phil, Hattie or now more
commonly known as Pattie, Jed and Beth all took turns talking to Radio Shropshire
about the trip...(It's about 1:39 into the programme). Then it was time to head off to
Moral for the Sunday morning service which started at 11...ish well it is Spain. Jose
Louis led the service and opened with Psalm 133 very apt. The worship time was
great as we sang Spanish songs and then we brits got up and sang “Lord of all
hopefulness.” We had an open time of prayer and then some more singing. Phil
then preached from Acts 16 all about Paul and Silas in Prison ably translated by
David. Then it was Katie’s turn to stand up and talk about what we had been up to
which she did extremely well. The service was great and Phil on behalf of the team
received a beautiful plaque from the church in Moral, must remember to pack that.
After the morning service Phil, Steve and lan began their journey back the 1200
miles through Spain and France. We said our goodbyes and then the church family
put on a massive lunch for everyone at the service. It was a form Paella with pasta
instead of rice but needless to say it got a few funny looks from the youngsters.
Aiden was the first reluctant but polite guinea pig but in fact found it so delicious he
took on seconds. Georgie and Hattie seemed unfazed by the shellfish and Tom and
Joel made some nice finger puppets out of the king prawns.

The Whiteway girls seemed freaked out by their lunch which was looking back at
them from the plate however, they conquered their fears and both pealed and ate a
prawn....the photos say it all. It was soon time for the evening service and then we
said our farewells to many of the locals and also David, Helena and Jose Louis’ wife
Noemi. It was sad to say good bye.

Day 8

We made it back safe to sunny Shropshire! Mixed emotions as you can imagine, it's
gone so quick and we have packed so much in. | am writing this back at home in
Wem and | suppose it is a good time to reflect on the week gone and all that has
been achieved. We know many of you have been praying for us before and during
and it can be said quite easily that God has heard and honoured your prayers.
Things have gone so smoothly and the experience that the group has had has been
truly excellent._ The Good Lord has worked not only in our lives but in the lives of
those out there in Moral. The church in Moral has been blessed in many ways. A
new couple came to the service on Sunday, brought about by this week’s events and
they feel your love and support and prayers keenly. Already there is talk about
possibilities for next year but for now for this week and all that it has brought about
through Jesus Christ, to him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.



